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Describe Your Organization 
The Rockwell Museum is an art museum that serves as a unique community 
center where people enjoy, connect, and reflect on the essence of the 
American spirit, character, and values through the eyes of American artists. 
Our collection, a gift to the region from collectors Bob and Hertha Rockwell, 
provides inspiration for our innovative programs and evolving visitor 
experience. Our mission is to use the collection to stimulate and engage our 
visitors, both within the Museum and throughout the greater Finger Lakes 
Region. 
 

Housed in Corning’s Old City Hall, we have a strong presence in the local community. The Rockwell hosts activities for 
people of all ages and interests, from innovative arts education for children and their parents, to exceptional lectures by 
leading scholars. We provide our visitors with the opportunity to experience the history that lies at the heart of Corning, 
view world-class fine art, attend classes or programs, or simply relax, reflect, and shop. 
 
As a hallmark of the Corning community, we offer an experience that is distinctly unique to the area. Visitors to The 
Rockwell experience the people, land, and ideas that shaped America—all in a relaxed, intimate, and accessible 
environment. 
 
Tell us your story: 
I have been interested in art and made art since I was quite young, and I grew up going to museums and participating in 
a lot of creative art experience outside of school. When I was about 12 years old and learning about careers in middle 
school, my father took me to the opening of the Armand Hammer collection at the Philbrook Museum of Art in Tulsa, OK 
where I grew up. While I’d been to Philbrook and other museums many times, I’d never been to an event like that where 
people were working to actively engage guests in an art experience in the galleries—a light bulb went off, that in 
addition to the amazing works of art hanging on the wall, there were also actually people working in museums! I 
continued to study art, but also began researching degrees and avenues to museum work, eventually receiving both a 
BFA and MA in art history.  While I loved researching art and artists, I discovered what truly excited me was using that 
information to create opportunities and vehicles to get others interested in art, so I pursued work and spent the early 
part of my career working in museum education and interpretation. And that is still what really excites me about 
museum work over twenty years later!  
 
Somewhere along that journey, I also became interested in the overall operations of a cultural institution and moved 
from education to become the executive director of a museum: although I still see myself as a museum educator or, as I 
like to be styled, Connector-In-Chief! I have led three different museums in different phases and work, so am still deeply 
enthralled with the field.  
 
  



What has helped you succeed and gain experience? 
In addition to my formal degree programs, I’ve had the opportunity to pursue education, primarily the Museum 
Leadership Institute (formerly the Getty Leadership Institute) at Claremont College. This program doesn’t espouse a 
particular style of leadership, but instead encourages you to develop the strengths of your own leadership philosophy 
and to wield it effectively. It allowed me to see that my collaborative model of leadership was actually a definitive place 
of strength, not just for me, but for all of the people with whom I work. Collaboration is key and I owe much of my 
success to the creative, collaborative partners who have generously shared their experiences and allowed me to gain my 
own.  
 
What inspires you? 
First and foremost, the innumerable techniques, media, and imagery artists use to convey an idea or concept are 
endlessly inspiring. Nothing is more thrilling than discovering an artist or painting that is new to me, and then getting to 
share it with the people around me! That exciting experience never gets old or boring. 
 
Secondly, the staff, board, and volunteers of The Rockwell Museum are an incredibly inspiring group of people united 
around a distinct vision and mission. I am inspired by the conversations we have about our work, ideas, exhibitions, 
programs, philosophy, education… really, everything we do! Again, meaningful collaboration is the bedrock on which 
success is built and for me, our internal and external collaborations are continuously inspiring: they are a thrill!  
 
What keeps you up at night? What are your challenges? 
The Rockwell Museum does so much to serve the educational and cultural needs of our region. But even with that, I 
intensely want our organization to do more for our communities, to reach additional students and people, and to 
connect the conversations we’re all having about American identity to some of the same questions and topics artists 
have been addressing for centuries. So, if I’m awake in the middle of the night, I’m probably ruminating on those topics. 
Sometimes I come up with new ideas, solutions or a new direction, but more often than not I’m developing questions, 
challenging our team to continue to evolve what they do, and how they do it.  
 
What is your favorite local activity? 
While I love the quality and quantity of the cultural experiences available to everyone in the Finger Lakes, in the spring 
and summer I would have to say taking advantage of the abundant hiking is an addiction for me. My husband Mitchell 
and I take our two dogs, Stella Jo and Nova Dee, out adventuring in various directions from Corning almost every 
weekend. We love to start our day with an early breakfast at Berta’s Café in Burdett, or Brian’s USA Diner in Mt. Morris, 
and go from there. The New York State Park Pass is a great value and must-have accessory for adventuring in the Finger 
Lakes! 
 
Is there anything else we should know about you? 
My interest in museums and art began by making art as a young person, and I do still actively make art. I draw 
incessantly, and recently began using my iPad and Apple Pencil to create images, but my formal work is collage and 
installation pieces with a minimal output depending on my current work obligation.  
 
I also love to cook, and live for the opportunity to have people over for dinner! Planning an evening where friends both 
new and old can sit around a common table, share a meal, and discuss what inspires and interests them is one of my 
favorite activities. I see entertaining as both an extension of my artistic practice and development as a leader.  
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