
Meet the Ranger, 
Jodie L. Vanselow,  
District Ranger for the  
Finger Lakes National Forest 
 
Describe Your Business 
The Finger Lakes National Forest (FLNF), encompasses more than 
16,259 acres of public land and is nestled between Seneca and 
Cayuga Lakes. The Forest offers more than 30 miles of 
interconnecting trails that traverse gorges, ravines, pastures and 
woodlands. Whether you are a hiker, cross country skier, camper, 
fishing or hunting enthusiast, snowmobiler, horseback rider, 
mountain biker, or wildlife watcher, the Finger Lakes National Forest 
will amaze you with its scenic beauty. With its headquarters located 

in the town of Hector off of Route 414, the FLNF offers some of the most beautiful panoramic views in the area. Visitors 
are not only welcome, but they are encouraged to stop in to gather information and learn more about day use or longer 
term opportunities on the forest. 
 
Tell us your story: 
I was born and raised in Wisconsin, and gained a love for the outdoors by hiking with my dad when I was a kid. While in 
college, I was introduced to the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) and began working seasonally for the Arapaho-Roosevelt 
National Forest in Colorado. I couldn’t believe that I got paid, to not only to do what I did but also to work in such an 
amazing place. I graduated from college in 1991 with a B.S. Degree Agriculture / Soil Science, and moved on to work for 
other National Forests in Montana, Alaska, Pennsylvania and in our Regional Office in Wisconsin, before coming here to 
New York in 2009.  It’s hard for me to believe that I am going on my 11th year on the Finger Lakes National Forest as the 
District Ranger. It has truly been a privilege to work on such an amazing National Forest and in such a beautiful area! 
 
What has helped you succeed and gain experience? 
For me, the biggest thing that I have always done, and tell my kids to do, is take advantage of opportunities when they 
present themselves and don’t be afraid. I would have never gotten into this line of work had it not been for a supervisor 
who pushed me to apply with the USFS. I applied for positions with the USFS in places that sounded cool, and got jobs in 
those places. If I had not taken a risk or been afraid to try something new, I would have never gotten to live in some 
pretty cool places. Taking opportunities as well as working above and beyond your job description has always served me 
well, by doing so you get to experience so many more things and this is when opportunities present themselves.   
 
What inspires you? 
This is two-fold, I find a lot of inspiration and get reenergized when I am sitting on a log in the woods. When you sit 
quietly you start to notice things, the rustling of the leaves, the crunching of the leaves as a chipmunk or squirrel scurries 
around and over all the beauty that we have in this Forest. I also really enjoy engaging with kids and telling them about 
their National Forest and what opportunities they have in it – I love their questions and often times their stories that 
they just have to tell you. They may have nothing to do about the talk – but the sheer joy of them being able to tell you 
something, anything, is pretty cool to see.   
 
What keeps you up at night? What are your challenges? 
Right now it’s the new puppies in my house that keep me awake (featured in the picture is Ruger, one of my puppies), or 
the 2:00 AM thought of remembering something that I need to get done at work. What worries me the most is if the 
National Forest will still be relevant in the years to come, and how we need to continue to engage the next generation of 
National Forest users to ensure that we remain relevant. 



What is your favorite local activity? 
Of course, hiking on the National Forest and talking with folks who are visiting. We have some amazing hikes where you 
can see incredible views of Seneca Lake and in less than a mile or so you can see Cayuga Lake. I often refer to this 
National Forest as a hidden gem, and it truly is – we offer everything that other larger National Forests do, with the 
exception of Wilderness and ATV riding.  
 
Is there anything else we should know about you? 
I am always available to speak with members of the public about the National Forest. Please stop in and visit us if you 
are in Hector. 

 
Finger Lakes National Forest  •  Hector Ranger Station  •  5218 State Route 414 , Hector, NY 14841 

607-546-4470 
https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/gmfl/home 

https://www.facebook.com/GreenMountainFingerLakesNF/ 


