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Watkins Glen Area Chamber of Commerce honors 
Annual Award Winners at the 2020 Winter Gala 

 
 

Watkins Glen, NY – On Saturday, January 18, 2020, the Watkins Glen Area Chamber of Commerce hosted 
its 2020 Winter Gala at the Watkins Glen Harbor Hotel. The evening included a silent auction, live 
auction, Stock Your Cellar Wine Raffle, blackjack, Grab Bags, a caricature artist, a delicious dinner, and of 
course, the program honoring this year’s award winners. 
 
Community Spirit Award – awarded to a member of the Chamber (a business or an individual) that has 
demonstrated leadership and excellence in philanthropy. The Community Spirit Award winner also 
encourages civic initiatives, facilitates humanitarianism, and positively impacts their community. The 
Community Spirit Award was given to John King, Village of Montour Falls Mayor. 
 
Leader in Business – awarded to a member of the Watkins Glen Area Chamber of Commerce that has 
made a dynamic contribution to the Schuyler County business community within the last decade, 
expanded the business mix in Schuyler County, and continues to foster economic opportunity, while 
assuming considerable risk and being a highly respected entrepreneur. The Leader in Business Award 
was given to Chicone Builders and Chicone Cabinetmakers. 
 
Lifetime Achievement Award – awarded to a member who has taken business risks to create jobs or 
trade over a period of time and demonstrated staying power as an established business owner in 
Schuyler County. The Lifetime Achievement Award was given to Edward (Ted) Marks current owner of 
Atwater Estate Vineyards, among many other businesses over the past few decades. Mr. Marks’ 
daughter, Katie Marks, accepted the award on her father’s behalf. 
 
The Max Neal Award – must have demonstrated consistent dedication, selflessness, faith, determination, 
and solid support in the future and well-being of the Chamber. This individual has made it clear to the 
community that they recognize the Chamber as their Schuyler County organization of choice and further, 
invests and mentors the future leadership of Schuyler County; must be well-respected, highly honored 
and beloved by the residents of Schuyler County. This individual must have served on a committee or 
board of directors or been employed by the Chamber for a minimum of five years. The Max Neal Award 
was given to Dennis Fagan, founder of Fagan Engineers and Land Surveyors, PC and longtime Schuyler 
County Legislator and past Chairman of the Schuyler County Legislature. 
 
Chamber Executive Director Rebekah Carroll shares, “Thank you to all who attended the Chamber’s 2020 
Winter Gala, and congratulations to our award winners! It was truly memorable to present such 
deserving individuals and businesses with their awards. A tremendous thank you to sponsor Visions 
Federal Credit Union, as well as the incredible team at the Watkins Glen Harbor Hotel for a wonderful 
evening.” 
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